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Synopsis

First published in 1959 to mark the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, Louis A. Warren’s
classic study of Lincoln’s formative years in Indiana tracks his growth from awkward boy to serious
young man poised on the brink of a brilliant career. Here are fascinating glimpses of Lincoln’s family
life, the people he knew, the places he visited, his physical development, and the tragedies he
suffered. Perhaps most revealing is Warren’s treatmnet of Lincoln’s education, both in the schools
he briefly attended and in the books he read, and the influence of Thomas Lincoln in forming the

character of his son. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

God of our fathers, be with us yet, lest we forget, lest we forget. He was alone in our history, and he

remains there.

This book on Abraham Lincoln’s youth, the years spent living in Indiana, is put out by the Indiana
Historical Society. That means, because of their strict integrity of publishing, the book is fact and
every fact has been substantiated. This is the book to own for the anniversary year. It is filled with
many lesser known stories and events about Lincoln. It tells how the family came to move from
Kentucky to Indiana. Many tales of family deaths, marriages, land and wonderful moments in
everyday life. It concludes with the reasons for leaving Indiana for lllinois.Louis A. Warren is noted

for his depth of research in his historical writing as well. This book includes 65 pages of notes and



sources for the fan who wants to dig deeper into the interesting life of Lincoln. It includes an index. It
is also illustrated with very interesting photos and maps. One page offers examples of the
signatures of Abe Lincoln and 5 of his American progenitors, back to Abe’s Great-great-great

grandfather.Every school library, not just Indiana libraries, should own this book in their reference.

Very carefully researched. Many aspects of Lincoln’s youth revealed for the first time.

It's so great to read history from groups and historians that actually tell it honestly. It's no secret that
this book was written in 1959, not 1969, 1979 or even here in 2009. No doubt the 200th anniversary
edition would have non important, made up falsehoods about Lincoln’s skin color, sexual
orientation, relationships with X, Y and Z, etc. All the schlock that makes professors money these
days, just not scholarly research.This book, published during the sesquicentennial celebration of
Abe’s birth is remarkable. It's so well-documented, yet smooth that | just read it in two hours at the
local library -- while everyone else watched Michael Jackson’s funeral. (And you wonder how
Obama was elected?)As the two other reviewers noted (just two, how sad), the book is thankfully
filled with many lesser known stories and events about Lincoln.There was the time that Indians
basically killed all the folks in his town, including some relatives. Would Howard Zinn or the media
mention that savagery? Or the time some Mississippi blacks tried to steal his flatboat and kill Abe
and his friend? Would the civil war lessons include that?Real events, formative events, such as that
trip down the Mississippi to witness the greed, debauchery and secular hedonism of New Orleans,
and his comments about how awful the Big Easy would be at summer’s end. (Gee, prophetic 176
years later)lt also finally puts to rest the notion that Lincoln was not religious. He clearly was and it's
all there, as that effected his abhorrence of slavery while Democrats supported it. We also learn that
cliche from educators of Abe only spending one year in school is not true.There’s much more.l urge
all to read, even if none will.So be it. Good work, Mr. Warren. Sentient historians like you are sorely

missed. We will try to pick up the slack for you.

| am very happy to have Lincoln/s Youth: Indiana Years. This gives me the period which we seldom

hear from the Public view of Abraham Lincoln.

For many years this was the standard account of Lincoln’s passage from childhood into teenage
years and the verge of adulthood. Although the parts devoted to Lincoln may be superceded by a

later treatment, Warren’s volume contains many details of pioneer Indiana that aren’t collected



together elsewhere.

This is an excellent book, a hidden treasure. No other author spends this much print in discussing
the place where Lincoln really grew up - and gained his values and mindsets about life - Indiana.
Yes, not Kentucky, land of his birth, not lllinois, the "Land of Lincoln," but Indiana. Some biographies
barely mention it if at all. Well written and interesting.
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